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East is Lebanon. And Lebanon is a democ-
racy. I’ve met their President recently here 
in the Oval Office, which—had a very a good 
discussion. I’ve been very impressed by 
Prime Minister Siniora’s courage and bold-
ness. We want to help Lebanon have an 
armed forces that are effective, so that they 
can protect their people. And we have been 
working very hard for 7 years to free Leb-
anon as much as possible from foreign inter-
ference, so that its democracy can grow and 
mature and be a stable contributor to the 
region. 

President’s Legacy in the Middle East 

Ms. Bilbassy Charters. How would you 
like the people in the Middle East to remem-
ber you? 

The President. I would hope they would 
remember me as George W. Bush, as a man 
who respects their religion, respects human 
rights and human dignity, and prays for 
peace. 

Ms. Bilbassy Charters. Thank you very 
much. Thank you for your time. Thank you. 

NOTE: The interview began taping at 1 p.m. in 
the Oval Office and continued on the Colonnade 
and in the Map Room at the White House, for 
later broadcast. In his remarks, the President re-
ferred to King Abdallah bin Abd al-Aziz Al Saud 
of Saudi Arabia; President Mahmoud Abbas (Abu 
Mazen) and Prime Minister Salam Fayyad of the 
Palestinian Authority; Prime Minister Ehud 
Olmert of Israel; Lt. Gen. Keith W. Dayton, USA, 
U.S. Security Coordinator for Israel and the Pales-
tinian Authority; Gen. James L. Jones, USMC 
(Ret.), Special Envoy for Middle East Security; 
former Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United 
Kingdom, Quartet Representative in the Middle 
East; former Secretary of State Colin L. Powell; 
and President Michel Sleiman and Prime Minister 
Fuad Siniora of Lebanon. The transcript was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on De-
cember 7. A portion of this interview could not 
be verified because the tape was incomplete. 

Memorandum on Suspension of 
Limitations Under the Jerusalem 
Embassy Act 
December 4, 2008 

Presidential Determination No. 2009–8 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: Suspension of Limitations Under the 
Jerusalem Embassy Act 

Pursuant to the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States, including section 7(a) 
of the Jerusalem Embassy Act of 1995 (Pub-
lic Law 104–45) (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby deter-
mine that it is necessary, in order to protect 
the national security interests of the United 
States, to suspend for a period of 6 months 
the limitations set forth in sections 3(b) and 
7(b) of the Act. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to 
transmit this determination to the Congress, 
accompanied by a report in accordance with 
section 7(a) of the Act, and to publish the 
determination in the Federal Register. 

This suspension shall take effect after 
transmission of this determination and report 
to the Congress. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., December 16, 2008.] 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 8, and 
it will be published in the Federal Register on 
December 17. 

Remarks at the Children’s Holiday 
Reception 
December 8, 2008 

The President. Welcome to the White 
House. 

Children. Thank you. 
The President. Yes! We’re excited you are 

here. And we’re excited you’re here for a 
couple of reasons. One, we love to see the 
wonder in people’s eyes when they get to 
see the majesty of the White House at this 
time of year. And I’m looking in your eyes, 
and I’m seeing wonder. 
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